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Teacher Spotlight

By Ashley McCarthy

T difference between AHS now and enroliment dropped after my large

! then she replied, saniWklass.e att endi ng
AHS, | felt like | knew almost every
student in my class or hada
connection to them. The school
was significantly smaller with

The newest AOIT teacher is a enrollment at only 1,200. When |
familiar face from around Apex, Ms.  returned four years later it was
Ashley White. Ms. White has been 2,000, surprising me because
teaching at Apex the last fourteen
years but grew up in the area and
attended Apex Elementary, Apex
Middle School and Apex High
School.

After graduation, Ms. White
obtained her degree at Meredith
College. After she graduated, she
went on to teach at Millbrook High
School before returning to AHS as a
teacher. When asked the biggest

Ms. White will teach Civics and

Economics for AOIT sophomores,

she has also taught AP European

History, World History, US

History, and Yearbook. She is

looking forward working within a

network of students, teachers and

staff to integrate technology with

the content in multiple classes.

What is her favorite part of
teaching? 0Seeing s
at the highest possi

In her spare time, Ms. White
enjoys traveling, cooking and
reading. She isinroom 212, so
stop in and say hi.

AOQOIT Internships
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considering chemical engineering ~ INternship at the Apex Chamber of are definitely great opportunities
Commerce. | hope to work in the and fun learning experiences.

as a future career and she hopes X =
field of marketing in the future and
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AOIT T -SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST! |

Interested in design? |

Create the best AOIT tshirt design and win the contest!

|
YOUR .
AOIT club is having a contest for an AOIT t-shirt design. The club will 1

vote on the designs and anyone interested will be able to order an :
AOIT t-shirt.

1 DESIGN
HERE!

Show off your design skills by submitting your design to
Mrs. Oster, in person or by email, by December 110.

The winner of the contest will get a free t-shirt!

Important Dates

subject to change

Freshmen Sophomores Juniors Seniors
Nov. 18f Job Shadow Feb. 14 Field trip to UNC Résumés are due now Nov. 16/ Internship
Dec. 15 Travel Presenta- Planetarium TBDA Mock Interviews Presentations
tions Apnl 307 Field trip to Lin- Nov. 24 i Field trip to Dec. 1(i I_nternshlp
March 267 Field trip to ville Falls & Caverns NCSU Engineering Day Presentations
NC Zoo TBDA Xtreme Beginnings, Feb. 84 Internship
May 7/ Field trip to WCPSS Presentations

School to March 23f Internship
Beaufort, NC Career Event

Presentations
May 19f Videoconference

with San Diego AOIT March TBDfi UNC Ropes

Course

All AOIT Semester Celebration
After school in 600 hallfi
Date in January TBD

May 20 AOIT Senior
Banquet
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China School Partnership

By Julie Oster

Last spring, Apex High School was
selected as one of fifteen NC schools to
be a part of the Center for
International Understandingd €CIU)
China School Partnershigprogram.
One requirement of the

program was for the

principal and program

coordinator to

participate in a U.S.

delegation to China in

June that included

visiting our partner

school. Thanks to

funding from the AHS

PTSA, a grant from the

Apex Chamber of

Commerce, and group

pricing through the

College Board, we were

able to participate.

We joined over 400
U.S. educators with 30
from NC on a nine day
trip with stops in

Beijing, Nanjing, and Yancheng. The
purpose of the trip was to learn about
the Chinese culture and educational
system. Only the NC representatives
actually had school partnerships in
place and were able to visit partner
schools with the intent to develop a
plan for the partnership.

We spent a few days in Beijing before
traveling to the Jiangsu Province.
Educational representatives from the
Jiangsu Province coordinated the
partnerships for
NC schools
with the CIU.
We were very
lucky to have
their support
and assistance.

Our partner
school is the
Jiangsu
Yancheng
Middle School
(comparable to
both middle
and high
school) in
Yancheng. We
met Pearl, a
young English
teacher from

the school, in Nanjing and rode
about three hours in a van to
Yancheng, a city of eight million. We
had three English teachers who were
our interpreters as only the English
teachers and students spoke English.
The principal of the school and other
officials did not. The school has over
12,000 students, most of whom live
on campus in dorms. They had an
old and new campus that would
compare to most college campuses in
the U.S.

We learned a great deal about
Yancheng and the school. We are
both looking forward to future
experiences for our community,
teachers, and students. The principal,
Dr. Li, and some others from the
school will be visiting NC and AHS in
the spring. Two AOIT seniors are
working on a video to send to our
partners before the trip so they have
an idea of what AHS looks like.
While the partnership is developing
slowly, we hope to do some online
communication with students this
year and eventually get to the point
of teacher and student exchanges.
We are also looking into a guest
teacher to offer the Mandarin
language at AHS in the future.

Directords

Lt. Governor Walter Dalton visited
AOIT in October. He was
accompanied with some members
of the JOBS Commission They are
visiting successful high school
programs throughout the state.

The Academy Support Team (AST)
has been very busy with three new
and three returning officers. They
coordinated the AOIT family picnic
in September and the Scruffy Duck
Car Wash fundraiser on October 7.
The fundraiser was a huge success,
profiting over $4200. This will be
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used to purchase additional
equipment for the AOIT
classrooms. Thanks to all
for your participation and
hard work! If you have
any fundraiser ideas or
would like to help, please
contact Laura Linton at
dlinton@nc.rr.com. You
can learn more about AST
and get involved by
contacting the officers at
www.apexhigh.com/aoit/
ast

nued
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